	The use of sozoin connection with Healing in the N.T.



	The Greek verb sozo (usually interpreted 'to save') in the NT informs our understanding of God's will concerning healing and release from demonic powers, as it can also mean 'to heal' and 'to deliver/ release'. More than 30% (almost 1/3) of the usage of sozo in the NT by Jesus and the Gospel writers explicitly relates to healing. In fact, Jesus uses sozo to refer to healing and to deliverance more than he uses it concerning 'salvation' (see below)! This should alert us to the possibility that wherever sozo is used, there may be a lesson regarding healing. Substitute 'healed' for 'saved' and see!

	REFERENCE
	SUBJECT(S)
	COMMENTS

	Mt 9:21-22 (x2)
	Woman with bleeding
	Active voice of the verb confirms that  it is the action of the woman - the activity of her faith - that caused the healing.

	Mk 3:4
	Man with shrivelled hand
	

	Mk 5:23
	Jairus's daughter 
	

	Mk 5:25-34
	Woman with bleeding
	See above: as Mt 9:21-22

	Mk 6:56
	Gennesaret crowds
	'all who touched him were [sozo]'

	Mk 10:52
	Blind Bartimaeus
	See above: as Mt 9:21-22

	Lk 6:9
	Man with Withered Hand
	To heal is 'to save life'

	Lk 8:36
	Gerasene Demoniac
	'cured' [sozo] used re. deliverance

	Lk 8:48
	Woman with bleeding
	See above: as Mt 9:21-22

	Lk 8:50
	Jairus's daughter
	'just believe, and she will be [sozo]

	Lk 17:19
	The Leper who returned
	'your faith has made you well [sozo]'

	Lk 18:42
	Blind Beggar
	

	Jn 3:17
	Nicodemus Conversation 
	Follows from ‘miraculous signs’ v2 & healing connection of v14

	Jn 11:12
	Lazarus
	'if he sleeps he will [sozo]' - sleeping does not bring salvation!

	Acts 4:9-12 (x2, plus one use of soteria, the noun form of sozo)
	Crippled Beggar
	The Sanhedrin summons Peter to explain how the beggar was healed [sozo]. It is in the context of this healing that Peter makes the statement 'Salvation [soteria, the noun form of sozo] is found in no one else, for there is no other name .. by which we must be saved [sozo]' - i.e. 'healed'.

	Acts 14:9
	Crippled man in Lystra
	'faith to be healed [sozo]'

	Jas 5:15
	The 'Prayer of Faith'
	'will make the sick person [sozo]'

	

	EXAMPLES OF APPLICATION

	Ro 10:8-13
	'everyone who calls…with your mouth'
	Sozo for everyone. Seeking is vocalised.

	Eph 2:8
	'it is by grace you have been saved [sozo], through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God'
	Healing [sozo] is a gift, received freely through faith, just as is salvation [also sozo].

	1Tim 2:4
	'God … wants all men to be saved [sozo] and to come to a knowledge of the truth'
	Healing is as just as much God's plan for mankind as salvation.

	USAGE BY JESUS IN REFERENCE TO DELIVERANCE

	Mt 10:22
	'he who stands firm to the end will be [sozo]
	Jesus speaking of deliverance from physical and emotional oppression.

	Mt 16:22-25
	'get behind me Satan …'
	Voice of Satan seeking to lead Jesus astray from God's purpose

	Mk 8:32
	'get behind me Satan'
	As Mt 16:22-25 (above), Jesus uses 'life' in the sense of his 'own will'

	Mk 13:13-20 (x2)
	'he who stands firm..'
	As Mt 10:22. Although not stated, persec'n was physical, emotional, and financial. I believe we can apply  this passage to such attacks.

	Lk 8:12
	'the devil...takes the Word'
	Satanic deception

	Lk 8:36 see above
	Gerasene Demoniac
	'cured' [sozo] used re. deliverance

	Lk 9:56 some MSS 
	The disciples want to call down fire to destroy
	'You do not know what kind of spirit you are of' indicates demonic deception

	Jn 10:9
	'I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be [sozo]'
	Satanic deception: possible meaning of physical safety

	And in the Epistles…

	Acts 16:30-31
	Paul, Silus, and the Jailer
	Context shows Jailer, and others ('what must we do), not seeking spiritual salvation, but freedom from oppression and release from imprisonment.

	2Tim 4:18
	'rescue from every evil attack'
	Paul speaking of attacks on him - possibly the 'angel of Satan' (2Cor 12:7)

	Jude 5,6
	[sozo] 'out of Egypt'
	Jude contrasts deliverance from Egypt with destruction - of Israel & of angels

	
	
	

	The Gospels use Sozo 60 times; 19 times (32%) in relation to healing. 

The Epistles use sozo a further 5 times in connection with healing. 

Jesus uses sozo 29 times, of which 14 times (48%) is in the context of healing (one of these refers to deliverance as 'healing'). He uses sozo 9 times re. Deliverance (31%), leaving 7 times (24%) concerning 'salvation'. Jesus uses sozo in Matthew 9:22, 10:22, 16:25, 18:11, 24:13-22(x2); Mk 3:4, 5:34, 8:35, 10:52, 13:13-20(x2), 16:16; Lk 6:9, 7:50, 8:12, 8:48, 9:24(x2), 9:56, 17:19, 17:33, 18:42, 19:10; Jn 3:17, 5:34, 10:9, 12:27, 12:47.
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